[Pain mechanisms in chronic musculoskeletal conditions].
Manifestations, quantitative assessment, genetic predisposition and mechanisms in musculoskeletal pain are presented. Quantitative sensory testing provides an opportunity to evaluate pain manifestations and mechanisms. Peripheral sensitization is important for the increased sensitivity of deep-tissue nociceptors and may, in part, explain hyperalgesia in localised pain conditions. Central sensitization mechanisms (spinal and supraspinal) are also important for the development of hyperalgesia and the pain that is present in more widespread pain conditions. Recent studies have highlighted the contributions of genetic factors to pain sensitivity.